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of my princess, nor hear any thing of her from any
one, nor could I ascertain the cause of her disappear-
ance. Then this idea came into my mind, that since
I could find no trace of that beloved one, even life
itself was a weariness. I perceived a mountain in
some wilderness ; I ascended it, and formed the design
of throwing myself headlong [from its summit], that I
might end my wretched existence in a moment, by
dashing my head to pieces against the stones, then
would my soul be freed from a state of affliction.

Having formed this resolution within myself, I was
on the point of precipitating myself [from the moun-
tain], and had even lifted up my foot, when some one
laid hold of my arm. In the meanwhile,, I regained
my senses, and looking round, I saw a horseman
clothed in green, with a veil thrown over his face, who
said to me, " Why dost thou attempt to destroy thy
life; it is impious to despair of God's mercy; whilst
there is breath, so long there is hope. ThizzDarweshes
will meet thee a few days hence, in the empire of Hum,
who are equally afflicted with thyself, entangled in the
same difficulties, and who have met with adventures
similar to thine; the name of the king of that country
is A&adBakkt; he is also in great trouble; when he
ineets you and the other three Darweshes, then the
wishes and desires of the heart of each of you will be
completely fulfilled/*

I instantly laid hold of the stirrup [of this guardian
angel,] and kissed it, and exclaimed, "0 messenger of
God, the few words you have pronounced have con-
soled my afflicted heart; but tell me, for God's sake,
who you are, and what is your name/' He replied,